
CHARLESTON TOWNSHIP 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

 

 

 

 A regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held at the Township Hall on February 15, 

2011. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Walter Kohnke, Art Samson, Don Kramer, Sue Balkema and Phil 

Larson. 

Absent: Karen Wagar.  

 

CALL TO ORDER:  Larson called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. and led in the Pledge to the 

Flag. 

 

ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA: Larson suggested switching the order of the agenda 

placing Citizens Time before the Land Use work session. Samson moved to adopt. Seconded by 

Kohnke. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Kohnke moved to approve the minutes of the January 18, 2011 

meeting. Seconded by Samson. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

2011 MEETING SCHEDULE: Planning Commission members recommended the December 

2011 meeting be set for the 13
th
 of that month. 

 

CITIZENS TIME: Mr. Jake Jones made an informal presentation regarding a proposed storage 

facility he is considering constructing on his property located on M-96. Located next to the VFW, 

the majority of the 40 acre parcel is zoned AG-2 General Agriculture with a portion zoned R-1 

Residential. This would require a zoning change since a storage facility is a special exception use 

in C-1 Commercial. Samson advised Mr. Jones that his request would depend on the law and the 

Township zoning and land use maps. Larson noted there will also be neighbors and neighboring 

municipalities to consider. Mr. Jones was told the commission was unable to predict the outcome 

of his request if he chooses to move forward with it. 

 

LAND USE PLAN WORK SESSION: The commission discussed some of the current land uses, 

particularly regarding the industrial and commercial districts. It was noted that there was a 

discrepancy in Section 28 between the Land Use and Zoning Maps.  

 

MEMBERS’ TIME: Kohnke spoke with two individuals about serving on the Planning 

Commission, but both were unable to serve do to time constraints. Samson verified that all 

members had copies of Appendix A of the Ordinance. Kramer noted the ZBA had approved a 

variance for an accessory building. He also mentioned the ZBA is concerned about perceived 

ambiguities in the wording of Article XXVIII 28.8, 1. d. - Variance Standards.  

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. upon the motion of Kohnke/Samson. 
 

Prepared 2-16-2011 by Sue Balkema 
 



 


